
Major Disaster Exercise Strengthens Thunder Bay's Emergency Readiness

Thunder Bay, November 18, 2006 - Local medical and emergency organizations and

the province’s Emergency Medical Assistance Team (EMAT- operated by Ornge) is

conducting a major simulated disaster exercise this morning in Thunder Bay.

The exercise was developed in partnership with, and was conducted on the grounds

of, the Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre.

"This exercise gave us an opportunity to work with our provincial partners in testing

our emergency plans in a realistic environment. Although we hope to never

experience such a disaster, our plans will be refined to ensure our response is as

effective as possible," said Ron Saddington, President and CEO, Thunder Bay

Regional Health Sciences Centre.

The exercise simulated the effects of a train derailment that included a chemical tank

car explosion and the release of a cloud of chlorine into the air during the annual

Santa Claus parade. This resulted in a sudden surge of casualties requiring

decontamination and specialized medical treatment. Participants were challenged to

provide a coordinated medical response to a high-risk simulated disaster.

"The EMAT provides emergency medical support to Ontario communities facing

major health emergencies," said Dr. Sawadsky. "The team trains regularly together

with hospitals and emergency services across Ontario to practice the special skills

required to respond effectively to a disaster situation."



Simulated health emergency disasters help test the EMAT and the local health care

system’s ability to respond to local health emergencies. Over 200 personnel took

part in the exercise along with volunteer "victims" from the community.

"Today's exercise demonstrated the importance of a rapid and coordinated response

to a health emergency. We look forward to reviewing our collective performance and

identifying opportunities for improvement" said EMAT Medical Director, Dr. Bruce

Sawadsky.

The EMAT is a self-contained mobile unit that includes 56 acute and intermediate

care beds and decontamination abilities. It is operated by Ornge - an organization

that is a globally recognized pioneer in transport medicine – and is funded by the

Emergency Management Unit of the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.
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